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IDEAS  OF  TOLERANCE  AND  HUMANISM 
IN  IMADEDDIN  NASIMI’S  HERITAGE 

Abstract.  In  this  article,  the  author  states  that  Imadeddin  Nasimi  is  one 
of  the  leading  figures  of  artistie  and  philosophieal  thought  of  Azerbaijan  and 
the  entire  ancient  East.  Nasimi  with  his  high  intelleetual  and  moral  culture, 
broad  outlook  and  ereative  activity  earned  honored  authority  in  the  Middle 
East.  Nasimi’s  ideas  about  moral  improvement  of  human  and  his  intellectual 
creativity  infiuenced  positively  on  inhabitants  of  Muslim  eountries.  Nasimi’s 
ideas  were  based  on  a  eall  for  the  formation  of  a  society  of  highly  cultured 
people  only  through  the  moral  improvement  of  human.  This  approaeh  was 
associated  with  a  eritieal  rethinking  of  life,  eondemnation  of  evil,  cruelty, 
fanaticism,  ignorance,  intolerance  and  other  destruetive  human  qualities 
leading  to  estrangement,  violence,  eonfiiet  and  war. 

Despite  the  six  eenturies  that  have  passed  since  the  poet’s  physieal 
existence,  the  interest  in  his  personality  and  ereativity  does  not  weaken  with 
time,  but  on  the  eontrary,  inereases.  The  ideas  of  tolerance  and  humanism  of  a 
great  thinker  do  not  lose  their  relevanee  and  today  they  are  needed  and  more 
interesting  to  future  generations  than  their  own  age,  to  their  eontemporaries. 

Key  words:  Imadeddin  Nasimi,  artistie  image,  hurufism,  humanism, 
toleranee. 

Introduction,  Nasimi’s  heritage,  whieh  occupies  one  of  the  main  places 
in  the  cultural  treasure  of  the  Orient,  is  a  rich  artistic  heritage  of  Azerbaijani 
people.  Genius  Azerbaijani  poet-thinker,  philosopher  Seid  Ali  Imadeddin 
Nasimi  was  born  in  Shamakhi.  The  name  “Imadeddin”  means  “support  of 
faith”  in  Arabic,  and  the  pseudonym  “Nasimi”  -  “morning  light  breeze”. 
Nasimi  was  well  educated,  studied  mathematics,  astronomy,  medicine,  logie 
and  philosophy.  He  appreciated  deeply  oriental  and  ancient  Greek  philosophy. 
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new  Islam  and  Christianty  well,  the  literature  of  various  nations  of  the  world. 
Nasimi  was  one  the  great  scientists  of  his  time,  knew  the  wisdom  of  Islamic 
Orient  well  and  was  very  famous  among  his  contemporaries.  He  mastered 
perfectly  all  the  delicacies  of  the  Arabic,  Persian  and  Turkic  languages  and  left 
a  rich  poetic  heritage  in  three  languages.  Nasimi  played  a  distinguished  role 
in  the  development  and  formation  of  both  the  Azerbaijani  literary  language 
on  the  national  basis  of  the  14th  century  and  Turkic-Oghuz  literary  language 
as  a  whole.  From  this  point  of  view,  the  greatness  of  Nasimi  is  unequalled.  It 
was  Nasimi  who  raised  Azerbaijani  folk  language  to  the  level  of  the  classical 
style  of  the  literary  language  for  the  first  time. 

The  interpretation  of  the  main  material.  Imadeddin  Nasimi  was 
certainly  bright  star  in  the  sky  of  the  world  spiritual  culture.  He  embodied  high 
morality  and  courage,  the  desire  for  self-knowledge  and  self-improvement, 
the  development  of  human  values  and  creative  activity  demonstrating  spiritual 
relation  with  the  great  humanists  of  Asia  and  Europe,  who  were  characterized 
by  the  social  conditioning  of  education. 

Nasimi  with  his  high  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  broad  outlook  and 
creative  activity  earned  honored  authority  in  the  Middle  East.  The  aspiration 
to  understand  God  not  through  fear,  but  through  love  for  the  progressive 
development  of  medieval  Islamic  society  is  observed  in  his  works.  Nasimi’s 
ideas  about  moral  improvement  of  human  and  his  intellectual  creativity 
infiuenced  positively  on  inhabitants  of  Muslim  countries.  Nasimi’s  ideas 
were  based  on  a  call  for  the  formation  of  a  society  of  highly  cultured  people 
only  through  the  moral  improvement  of  human.  This  approach  was  associated 
with  a  critical  rethinking  of  life,  condemnation  of  evil,  cruelty,  fanaticism, 
ignorance,  intolerance  and  other  destructive  human  qualities  leading  to 
estrangement,  violence,  confiict  and  war. 

Nasimi  who  based  on  sense  and  free  intellectual  search  proclaimed  non¬ 
trivial  ideas  ahead  of  his  time  and  created  creative  works  of  scientific  and 
humanitarian  values  that  became  the  achievement  of  all  humanity. 

Imadeddin  Nasimi  lived  at  a  time  when  feudal  society  was  increasingly 
secularized  being  in  a  natural  contradiction  with  the  thinking  of  progressive 
people  of  the  era.  His  ideas  required  innovations  and  transformation  in  the 
field  of  ideology  and  technologies  of  human  living  associated  with  new 
opportunities  that  opened  education,  enlightenment  and  progress  of  science. 
The  most  educated  people  aspired  to  change  the  culture  of  feudal  society  by 


91 


N1  (71) 


incasanat  va  madaniyyat  problemlari  /  Problems  of  Arts  and  Culture  /  IlpobjieMbi  wcKyccTBa  m  KyjibTypbi 


overcoming  social  ignorance,  rejecting  its  peculiar  dogmatism  and  fanaticism, 
everyday  thinking,  envy  and  other  negative  phenomena  of  life  and  stereotypes. 
Gradually  not  only  skill,  organized  nature  and  morality,  but  first  of  all  scientific 
knowledge  and  creative  activity  became  the  main  driving  force  in  the  development 
of  culture  of  human  and  society  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  humanists.  There  was 
an  understanding  that  new  ideas  and  knowledge  support  to  progressive  social 
changes  which  meet  the  interests  of  human  and  society.  Passive  contemplation 
was  gradually  replaced  by  an  active  transformation  of  reality,  creation  of  the 
surrounding  world,  which  was  based  on  a  new  culture  of  thinking  [3]. 

But,  in  reality,  salvation  is  in  a  spiritual  culture,  which  includes  not  only 
values  such  as  beauty  of  the  soul  and  faith,  but  also  enlightened  mind  that 
cognizes  and  transforms  the  surrounding  world. 

Imadeddin  Nasimi  was  one  of  the  powerful  masters  of  the  word,  given  by 
the  Azerbaijani  people  to  universal  culture.  He  elevated  himself  on  the  basis 
of  the  rich  cultural  and  spiritual  heritage  of  the  Orient  and  created  the  most 
valuable  pearls  of  the  art  of  the  artistic  word. 

The  master’s  works  had  a  powerful  infiuence  on  the  development  of  the 
artistic  and  social  thought  of  a  number  of  peoples. 

One  ofNasimi’s  brilliant  ideas  is  aboutperfecting  human  createdby  God  in  his 
own  image  and  similarity  and  endowed  with  heavenly  qualities.  Indeed,  human 
creates  and  transforms  positively  the  world  around  him  or  himself,  i.e.  culture 
with  help  of  these  qualities.  And  culture  is  a  path  to  development  and  prosperity, 
on  which  infinite  possibilities  are  opened  for  a  harmonious  and  worthy  life 
of  people,  the  formation  and  development  of  human  civilizations.  Nasimi  was 
close  to  worldview  of  divinity  of  human  nature  highly  appreciating  the  human 
mind,  work  and  dignity,  ideally  considering  human  as  similar  to  the  Almighty. 
This  philosophy  of  life  was  closely  associated  with  the  humanistic  belief  in  the 
celestial  qualities  of  a  cultured  human,  with  axiological  understanding  as  an 
accomplice  of  divine  creations.  Nasimi  with  his  humanistic  worldview  believed 
that  “educated  and  enlightened  human  living  with  the  interests  of  the  mind” 
refiects  the  whole  world  and  positively  transforms  the  Universe.  At  the  same 
time,  we  see  that  human  is  created  by  God  of  whole  world  and  carries  the  image 
of  the  Creator  in  himself’  in  his  worldview  position. 

The  poet  bore  the  title  “seid”,  which  signified  the  origin  of  his  family  tree 
from  the  prophet  Muhammad.  This  fact  was  confirmed  by  Nasimi  himself  in 
some  of  his  ghazals.  Some  researchers  hold  to  an  opinion  that  the  poet  opposed 


92 


incsssnst  vs  msdsniyyst  problemlsri  /  Problems  of  Arts  and  Culture  /  IlpodjieMbi  MCxyccTBa  h  Kyjibxypbi 


N1  (71) 


Islam,  which  is  not  entirely  true.  Nasimi  blamed  despotism,  ignorance  that 
the  medieval  rulers  showed.  Indeed,  the  poet’s  life  and  works  coincided  with 
the  invasion  of  Tamerlan  horde  in  Azerbaijan.  The  Timurids  preached  Islam, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  were  distinguished  by  their  cruel  attitude  to  the  local 
population.  This  led  to  the  fact  that  people  began  to  hate,  and  the  ideological 
expression  of  the  mass  protest  was  the  “Hurufi”  movement. 

The  perfect  human  is  all-powerful,  the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator  appears 
in  him  on  earth.  You  need  to  look  for  the  essence  of  Nasimi’s  philosophy  in 
this:  “An  al-hagg!”  -  “God  is  me!”,  “God  is  in  me!”  “I  was  the  embodiment  of 
secrets;  I  am  a  human,  and  God  is  in  me,  and  his  coinage  appeared  to  me.”  The 
great  Nasimi  was  the  first,  who  put  man  on  a  par  with  in  orient  poetry,  and  the 
Almighty,  the  Creator,  Allah  brought  closer  to  human.  It  was  for  this  divine 
idea  that  he  was  arrested  in  Aleppo  and  was  accused  and  executed  as  a  heretic 
according  to  fanatical  worshipers  by  the  Cairo  Sultan  Sheikh  al-Muayyed 
with  an  unprecedented  anti-human  sentence:  “Cut  off  his  head  and  limbs, 
excoriate  his  skin  and  keep  the  body  on  the  square  for  seven  days  and  then 
send  to  Abbey  ibn  Zulgadar,  his  brother  Nasraddin  and  Osman  Garayoluk, 
who  lost  their  way  under  the  influence  of  Nasimi,  too.» 

The  history  of  the  Orient  peoples  knows  many  individuals  with  an  iron 
will  who  went  to  execution  for  their  beliefs  without  changing  them  until  the 
last  breath.  However,  none  of  these  executions  was  as  tragic  and  painful  as  the 
execution  of  Nasimi.  Already  exhausted  and  dying,  he  continued  to  repeat  the 
words  of  his  teacher,  the  basis  of  the  Hurufis  teachings:  “Al-al-hagg”  (“Allah 
is  me”).  Then  they  asked  him:  “If  you  are  Allah,  why  does  your  face  turn 
pale?”  According  to  the  folktale,  Nasimi  put  on  his  last  strength  and  answered 
the  executioners:  “I  am  the  sun  rising  over  the  horizon  of  great  love.  When  the 
sun  makes  its  final  journey,  it  turns  pale.”  So  the  great  Azerbaijani  poet  died. 

Nasimi’s  poetic  wisdom  was  emphasized  by  the  gift  of  penetrating  the 
secrets  of  the  invisible  world.  Perhaps  that  is  why  he  was  cramped  in  one 
physically  perceived  world.  As  he  expressed  in  his  poems: 

“Both  worlds  within  my  compass  come, 
but  this  world  cannot  compass  me. 

An  omnipresent  pearl  I  am 

and  both  worlds  cannot  compass  me. 

Because  in  me  both  earth  and  heaven  and  Creation’s  “BE!”  were  found. 
Be  silent!  For  there  is  no  commentary  can  encompass  me.” 
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The  poet  makes  judgments  about  the  limits  and  levels  of  human  intelleetual 
capabilities,  about  the  role  of  the  sense  and  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  light 
revealed  in  a  human,  the  knowledge  of  the  universe  and  Allah  as  a  means 
for  the  artistic  revelation  of  the  philosophical  problems  of  a  perfect  human. 
Cognition  and  self-knowledge  are  the  enduring  motives  of  Nasimi’s  poetry. 
Sense  is  the  greatest  blessing  granted  to  human  by  Allah.  This  gift  puts  human 
above  all  creatures.  Human  is  the  crown  of  creation,  worthy  of  worship.  He 
is  a  great  power  [2]. 

Nasimi  believed  that  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  truth  should 
strive  to  understand  human,  his  motivation  and  desire  for  beauty  and  good. 
Human  was  the  center  of  the  universe  for  Nasimi: 

“Oh  you  who  call  a  stone  and  earth  a  precious  pearl, 

is  not  man  who  is  so  fair  and  gentle  also  a  pearl!” 

Legends  tell  about  Nasimi’s  courageous  and  steadfast  behavior  during 
his  execution.  According  to  legend,  one  of  the  theologians  who  was  at  his 
execution  said  that  Nasimi’s  blood  was  cursed,  and  all  that  it  falls  on  must  be 
cut  off  by  a  sword  and  burned  by  fire.  A  drop  of  blood  Nasimi  hit  the  finger  of 
the  theologian  himself  immediately  after  his  words.  The  crowd  of  people  who 
was  at  the  execution  demanded  to  cut  off  the  finger,  the  theologian  frightened 
by  his  finger  and  began  to  answer  that  he  spoke  allegorically.  The  dying  poet 
managed  to  compose  a  couplet  on  this  subject,  which  later  became  a  proverb: 
“If  they  cut  off  the  finger  of  the  pious,  they  will  turn  away  from  the  truth.  If 
they  excoriate  skin  from  head  to  toe  of  an  unfortunate  lover  -  he  doesn’t  cry” 
[1]. 

Conclusion.  Unfortunately,  the  tragic  events  that  took  place  in  Syria 
in  2014  did  not  pass  by  the  great  poet.  The  tomb  of  the  great  thinker  was 
destroyed.  As  if  six  centuries  later,  Nasimi  was  executed  again.  However, 
despite  all  this,  Nasimi’s  ideas,  his  calls  for  tolerance  and  peace  will  never  be 
ruined.  Giving  a  summary,  I  want  to  note  that  despite  the  six  centuries  that 
have  passed  since  the  poet’s  physical  existence,  interest  in  his  personality  and 
works  doesn’t  weaken  over  time.  Nasimi  did  not  leave  this  world  —  he  lives 
in  the  hearts  of  people,  we  are  getting  closer  and  closer  to  Nasimi,  listening 
to  his  ideas.  The  ideas  of  tolerance  and  humanism  of  the  great  thinker  don’t 
lose  their  relevance  and  today  they  are  needed  and  more  interesting  to  future 
generations  than  their  own  century,  to  their  contemporaries. 
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Viiqar  Karimli  (Az3rbaycan) 

Imadaddin  Nasiminin  irsinda  tolerantliq  va  humanizm  ideyalari 

Muallifin  hazirladigi  bu  maqalada  Imadaddin  Nasiminin  Azarbaycanm  va 
biitiin  Qadim  §arqin  badii  va  falsafi  du§uncasinin  aparici  simalarmdan  biri  ol- 
dugu  bildirilir.  Nasimi  oziinun  yiiksak  intellektual  va  manavi  madaniyyati,  ge- 
ni§  dunyag6ru§u  va  yaradicdiq  faaliyyati  ila  layiqli  niifuz  qazanmi§dir.  Onun, 
insanin  manavi  yuksali§i  va  intellektual  madaniyyatila  ila  bagh  fikirlari  in- 
sanlar  ii^iin  miisbat  tasir  gostarirdi.  Nasiminin  fikri,  insanin  manavi  cahatdan 
yax§ila§dirilmasi  yolu  ila  yiiksak  madaniyyatli  vatanda§  camiyyatinin  yara- 
dilmasi  9agiri§i  idi.  Bu  yana§ma  pisliyi,  qaddarhgi,  fanatikliyi,  cahalati,  do- 
zumsiizluyu  va  yadla§maya,  qar§idurmaya,  zorakihga  va  miiharibaya  aparan 
digar  dagidici  insan  keyfiyyatlarini  qmamaqla  alaqalandirildi. 

Dahi  §airin  fiziki  varhgmdan  alti  asr  ke^masina  baxmayaraq,  onun 
§axsiyyatina  va  irsina  maraq  zaman  ke^dikca  azalmir,  aksina  artir.  Boyiik  bir 
miitafakkirin  tolerantliq  va  humanizm  ideyalari  aktualhgim  itirmir  aksina  bu 
giin  onlar  galacak  nasillar  ii^iin  daha  zaruri  va  daha  maraqhdirlar. 

Agar  sozbr:  Imadaddin  Nasimi,  badii  obraz,  humfizm,  humanizm,  tolerantliq. 


Byzap  KepuMJiu  (A3ep6audzfcaH) 

Huen  TOJiepaHTHOCTH  h  ryMannsMa  b  nacjiCAHH  HMaACAAnna  HacHMH 

HMaACAAMH  HacHMH  aBJiaexca  oahhm  hs  BeAymnx  AeaTenen  xyAO)Ke- 
cxBeHHOH  H  (})HJioco(})CKOH  MbicjiH  AsepSaHAMcana  n  Bcero  ApcBnero  Boc- 
xoKa.  CBoeii  bbicokoh  yMCxaennoH  n  HpaBCXBeHHon  Kyjibxypoii,  mnpoKHM 
KpyroaopoM  n  cosHAaxejibHoii  AeaTejibnocxbio  HacHMH  saBoeBan  aacjiy^KeH- 
Hbiii  aBxopnxex.  Hach  HacHMH  o  npaBCxaenHOM  coBepmeHOXBOBanna  neno- 
Bexa  H  ero  HHxenjieKxyajibHoe  xBopnecxBO  OKasajin  nosnxHBHoe  BJinaHne 
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Ha  )KHTejieH  MycyjibMancKHx  cxpan.  B  ochobc  H/iee  HacHMH  noKaji  npH- 
3bIB  K  (})OpMHpOBaHHIO  oSuieCTBa  BblCOKOKyjIbXypHblX  JHOfleH  JIHHIb  3a  cnex 
HpaBCXBeHHoro  coBepmeHCXBOBaHHa  HejiOBeKa.  TaKoil  noflxofl  6biJi  CBaxan 
C  KpHXHHeCKHM  HepeOCMblCJICHHeM  )KH3HH,  OCy^KflCHHeM  3Jia,  )KeCXOKOCXH, 
(})aHaxH3Ma,  HCBOKecxBa,  nexepnHMOCXH  h  flpyxHx  ^ecxpyKXHBHbix  neno- 
BeuecKHx  KauecxB,  BeflynjHx  k  oxny^KfleHHio,  npoxHBOCxoaHHio,  HacHJiHio, 
KOH(})jiHKxaM  H  BOHHaM.  HccMOxpa  Ha  mecxb  bckob,  npomeflniHx  co  bpcmchh 
(})H3HHecKoro  cymecxBOBaHHa  no3xa,  HHxepec  k  ero  jihhhocxh  h  xBopnecxBy 
He  ocjiaSeBaex  co  BpeMCHCM,  a  naoSopox,  Boapacxaex.  Hflen  xojiepaHXHOcxH 
H  ryMaHH3Ma  BejiHKoro  MbicjiHxejia  ne  xepaiox  cboch  aKxyajibHOCXH,  h  ce- 
FOflHa  OHH  HCoSxoflHMbi  H  Sojice  HHxepecHbi  SyflyniHM  noKOJieHHaM,  hcm  hx 
Boapacxy,  hx  coBpeMeHHHKaM. 

KjiHmeeue  cjioea:  HMaflCflflHH  HacHMH,  xyflo^KecxBCHHbiH  o6pa3,  xypy- 

(})H3M,  ryMaHH3M,  XOJiepaHXHOCXb. 
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